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Why teach your dog leave it? 

The leave-it cue is great for calling your dog away from things not intended for him, like squirrels, trash on the ground 

or things that are downright dangerous, like chicken bones left on the street. You can also use it when you choose not 

to let him say hello to another dog or a person. 
  

How to train it. 

Follow the steps below. Each step is repeated until the dog can get it right at least 5 times in a row. 
 

When treating your dog for ‘leaving it’ feed him from your other hand or treat pouch that you have behind your back.  

This teaches your dog to look for his reward away from the temptation.   
 

Step 1  Closed Hand.   

1. Place a reward in your hand and close it.  

2. When your dog shows interest in your hand, hold it still and wait for him to stop trying to get it 

for 1 second. 

3. After that 1 second, say “yes, then “take it” and give him a reward from the other hand. 
 

Step 2  Open Hand.   

1. Place a reward in your palm, face up.  

2. When your dog shows interest in your hand, immediately close your it and lift it up and away.  

3. When he stops trying to get if for at least 1 second…. 

4. Say “yes”, then “take it” and give him a reward from the other hand. 
 

Step 3 

Now repeat exercise increase duration he has to ‘not go for it’ to 3 seconds. 
 

Step 4  Adding Leave-it cue.   

1. Repeat step 3.  Say “Leave it” before presenting your hand. 

2. After the dog leaves it for 3 seconds, say “take it” and give him a treat for the other hand. 
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Step 5  On the Floor   

1. Say “leave it” 

2. Place a treat on the floor (be ready to cover it quickly!) 

3. After 1 second of him leaving it say “yes”, then “take it” and give him a treat. 
  

Step 6 

Repeat step 5, at 3 seconds   
 

Step 7  The Accident 

1. Say “leave it” 

2. Accidentally drop a treat on the floor.  (Be EXTRA ready to cover it quickly!) 

3. After 1 seconds of “leaving it” say “yes”, then “take it” and give him a treat. 
 

Step 8 

Repeat step 7 at 3 seconds. 
 

Step 9  Treat Planted on a Walk   

1. Plant a high value treat on your walk route. 

2. The second you see your dog notice it, say “leave it”. 

3. When he leaves it for 1 second, say “yes”, then “take it” and give him an even higher value treat!    
 

Step 10 

Repeat the above exercise using a different/novel high value treat for 3 seconds. 
 

Step 11  The Ultimate Temptation  (Indoors)  

1. Say “leave it”. 

2. Place a greasy paper towel or other tempting item on the floor. 

3. When your dog leaves it for 3 seconds, say “yes”, then “take it” and give him and even higher 

value/novel treat. 
 

Step 12  (planted on walk) 

Repeat step 11 with tempting items planted on a walk.     
 

Step 13 

Repeat step 12 with novel temptations such as like trash with a food smell or something else you want your dog to be 

able to leave alone.  You can even work up to using it with other dogs and fire hydrants too! 
 

 

 

Be ready to move  
those feet!! 

Training Tips: Situational awareness will allow you to you give the cue earlier.  If your dog is already 
intrigued by an object and started to go for it, it is much harder for him to leave it alone. 
 

The ‘take it’ cue is just as important as the ‘leave it’ cue.  We hand them treats or allow them to pick up things 
we have dropped and we want the ‘when’ to perform each cue to be clear.   
 
 

Be on your game.  The second he  
sees it, say “leave it”. 

Remember, timing…don’t wait for him 
to already be in action and going for it.  

That’s like fighting gravity baby! 


